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Indexing belief 
How ideas revolve between 
stability and collapse 

Text by DAVID KRAKAUER. Illustration by VALENTIN TKACH 

"The knowkdge imposes a pallem, and falsifies, 

For lhe pattern is new in eve,y m()menl 

And every moment is a new ami shocking 

Valuarwn of all we have been" 

-T.S. EJiQt, East Coker

Mythologies of Moral Arithmetic 

At those moments where irreversible decisions are 

made, lives judged or put to death and revolutions 

begun, there is somewhere a ledger physical or 

ideal that records negative and positive contribu 

tions to our shared belief. 

And these beliefs emerge through computation 

or a system of rules that are separate and equally 
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tangible entries in the ledger. In this way. knowl­
edge is like a spreadsheet containing numerical 

entries and methods of calculation. Every narrative 

of change is therefore an account of the history of 

rapidly changing values and slowly changing rules 

the knowledge that imposes a pattern. 
In his "archaeological" histories, Michel Fou 

cault describes how depth of knowledge increases 

over time like stratigraphic sediment in geology. 

Foucault considers both the visible or surface 

statements constituting layers of history - connais 

sance - and the underlying calculus sav()/r that 

aggregates the history of events into a consensus 

belief. In his Hisl(),Y ef Se.rualio,. Foucauh propos-
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